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Cost of LivinG Index

Area Metros All Items
AshevilleNC 100.7
CharfotteNC 90.3
DurhamNC 86.7
Winston-SalemNC 91.2
AtlantaGA 97.7
CharfestonSC 98.9
GreenvilleSC 91.3

Spartanburg SC NIA
ColumbiaSC 91.1

ChattanoogaTN 93.8
Johnson CityTN 89.0
KnoxvilleTN 87.6
CharfottesvilleVA 107.1
RichmondVA 110.2
RoanokeVA 91.7
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"The ACCRA Cost of Living Index measures relative price levels for consumer goods and services in participating areas. The average for all participating places, both
metropolitan and nonmetropoliten, equals 100, and each participants index is read as a percentage of the average for all places. The Index does not measure

Inflation_..lndex data from different quarters cannot be compared._J"he index reflects cost differential for professional and executive households in the top income

quintile. . . .Because the number of items priced is limited, it is not valid to treat percentage differences between areas as exact measures."

How to use the Acaa Cost of Living Index: Assume that City A has a composite index of 98.3 and City B has a composite index of 128.5.

If you live in City A and are contemplating a job offer in City B, how much of an increase in your after-taxes income is needed to maintain your present lifestyte?

1001(City B - City A) ICity A] = 100. [(128.5 - 98.3) 198.3] = 100.(.3072) = 30.72%, or about a 31% increase
Conversely, if you are considering a move from City B to City A, how much of a cut in after-taxes income can you sustain without reducing your present lifestyte?

1001(City A - City B) ICity B) =100. [(98.3 -128.5) 1128.5) =100.(-2350) =-23.5%, or about a 24% reduction

Source: ACCRA Cost of Uving Index, Second Quarter 2006 (Published August 2(06)

Average Housing Costs: ExistinG Home Sales
2004 2005 % Change July 2006

UnitsSold 3,247 3,672 13% 339
AverageSellingPrice $222,656 $253,926 14% $277,146
Soun:e: North Carolina Association of Reallors, Inc - www.ncteallors.OIgIsearchpubslslatslyld2OO5.htm

ADarbnent Rental Rates (Asheville)

Average rental for a 2 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath,

unfumished, 95O-sq.ft. apartment, including

stove and refrigerator: $778
Soun:e: Aceta Cost of Uving Index. Second Quarter 2006

(PubliShed AUIlust 2006)

AveraGe Medical Costs
OptometristVisit DoctorVIsit DentistVisit

Asheville $81.75 $80.33 $65.40. Average/me<foanforparticipatingareasnationwide.

Survey Median. $76.20 $75.00 $67.20 Optometrist,doctor,and dentistofIic:evisitcosts are forestablishedpatients.

Survey Average. $77.54 $77.04 $69.57
Source: ACCRACostof UvingIndex,SecondQuarter2006 (PublishedAugust2(06): 331 citiesparticipatedinthe survey. Updated:08106


